S.T.A.R.E.S. Message Handling Protocol

1. All messages sent from a given location shall be numbered

2. Messages whether transmitted by voice or packet shall start with the #1 and shall be continuous throughout the incident. The message number shall not change every day.
3. Messages sent via packet shall have the initial “P” added. (example 143p) This will provide a more functional record keeping system

4. A log will be kept at each station to log messages both incoming and outgoing.

5. The log shall contain: message number and time sent or received and to or from what station it was received.

6. All packet messages shall be sent in N.T.S format. This will serve to provide a uniform system and will aid members in practicing N.T.S. format.

7. Each station will be assigned a tactical call sign for both voice and packet communication.

8. If no tactical call sign has been previously assigned to a station the Incident Net Control Station shall assign one for both voice and packet.

9. Packet call signs shall be the 2 or 3 letters assigned to a specific station plus the number 6 and the initial xx (example: SCH6XX, CDF6XX etc)

10. Packet operators shall have their beacon set for “every 10 minutes” with their own call sign to comply with F.C.C. regulations.

11. A  properly written N.T.S. formatted packet message shall be provided to each member and in addition shall be available at every previously designated station.

12. A folder will be kept at every previously designated station containing call sign data as well as any other pertinent information found necessary by the E.C..

